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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SOPN, HA, US 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO NEREE AFFAIR IN HAITI 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 4548 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT IS NOT AWARE OF ANY U.S. PRESS REPORTING 
ON OR REACTION TO NEREE INCIDENT IN HAITI APART FROM MIAMI 
HERALD ARTICLE OF DEC. 15 SENT BY USIA WIRELESS DEC. 19. 

(COPY ALSO POUCHED TO POST.) 

2. THE DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED, HOWEVER, A CONGRESSIONAL 
INQUIRY FROM REP. WALTER FAUNTROY (D.C.). REP. FAUNTROY'S 
LETTER STATES: QUOTE: 

I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT THE REV. LUC NEREE, A PROMINENT 
BAPTIST MINISTER IN HAITI AND PUBLISHER OF THE JEUNE PRESSE 
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WAS ATTACKED BY PERSONNEL IN UNMARKED CARS ON THE EVENING 
OF DECEMBER 13, 1977 AND BEATEN UNCONSCIOUS. I AM INFORMED 
THAT HE IS IN CRITICAL CONDITION AT THE GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

IT HAS BEEN ALLEGED THAT REV. NEREE WAS MARKED AS A TARGET 
BY A "SECRET COMMITTEE AGAINST THE PRESS" AS A RESULT OF 
JEUNE PRESSE HEADLINES ON AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S REQUEST 
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FOR INFORMATION ON POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO HAD EXPIRED IN 

PRISON. JEUNE PRESSE HAD ALSO TAKEN THE LEAD IN 
EDITORIALIZING ON THE NEED FOR THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF 
UNIONS IN HAITI. IT IS ALSO MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, A MR. JEANTY, HAD WARNED REV. 

NEREE TO TERMINATE SUCH EDITORIALS LAST MONTH. 

GIVEN THE SERIOUSNESS OF THIS ATTACK AND THE CONDITION OF 
REV. NEREE IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
MAKE ALL APPROPRIATE REPRESENTATIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
HAITI SO THAT INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STANDARDS 
PERTAINING TO THE FREEDOM OF PRESS BE RESPECTED AND THE 
SAFETY AND WELL BEING OF REV. NEREE BE GUARANTEED. 

UNQUOT-. 

3. IN OUR REPLY TO THIS CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY, THE 
DEPARTMENT IS PLANNING TO INFORM FAUNTROY THAT: (A) WE 
SHARE HIS CONCERN AT THE ASSAULT ON REV. NEREE; (B) WE 

HAVE CLEARLY EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN TO THE GOH THROUGH BOTH 
OUR EMBASSY IN PORT AU PRINCE AND THE HAITIAN EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON; AND (C) WE HAVE ALSO MADE CLEAR OUR 
HOPE THAT THE GOH, CONSISTENT WITH ITS RECENT ADHERENCE 
TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, WILL PROSECUTE 
THE PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE ASSAULT ON REV. NEREE IN 
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ACCORDANCE WITH HAITIAN LAW. 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE THE EMBASSY'S VIEWS ASAP 
ON FURTHER POINTS THAT MIGHT APPROPRIATELY BE MADE 

IN REPLY TO REP. FAUNTROY'S INQUIRY. VANCE 
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